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Rice High ready to begin new year 
It is almoM time for school to st«t 

again and there are a few dales to be 
aware of for Rice High School stu­

dents and their parents. 
First, senior pictures will be taken 

at Rice High on Aug. 3, 4 and S. 

Seniors should also take this opportu­
nity to pick up their schedules and visit 
the school counsek>rs on Aug. 3 and 4 
if they have any schedule problems. 

All other students should pick up 
their schedules as follows: juniors: 
Aug. 7; sophomores: Aug. 8; and 
freshmen: Aug. 9. 

Registration for students new to 
Rice CISD entering grades 9-12 will 
be Thursday and Friday, Aug. 10 and 
11, at the High School. These students 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. New students should bring a 
copy of their immunization record, 
birth certificate, proof of residence 
and withdrawal record from their pre­
vious school. Guardians must provide 
legal verification of guardianship. 

The fiRtday of classes is Wednes­
day, Aug. 23. 

Rice Flag Corps 
are Champions 

The Rice Raider Flag Corpi 
proudly displays the Grand Cham* 
pion trophy they were awarded 
during the final competition of the 
marching auxiliaries camp held re­
cently at Blinn College. Members 
include, front row, from left, Jun-
iors Marcie Till and Captain Sunny 
Gertson; middle row junior Shara 
Glaiser and Captain Rachel Mat* 
thys, a senior; sophomores, Tiffany 
Wilkerson and Keili Matthys; back 
row, senk)r Jill Satsky, junior Jen­
nifer Krenek, senior B J . Salazar, 
sophomore Jenny Hajovsky and 
senior Cortney Parker. Not pk-
tured are seniors Laulita DeVille 
and Anna Perez. 

Photo Courtesy of 
Rice High School 
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Grand Champion Raider twirlers 
Shown above arc the twirlers from the Mighty Raider Band for the 1995-
96 school year. The girls came away from the marching auxiliaries Tmal 
competition held at Blinn with a Grand Champion trophy. Pictured, from 
Icfl, arc senior Rebecca Burrow, head twirler; and Junk>rs Joy Hengst, 
Leah Brisco and Jackie Schmitt. Senior Jodi Heard was unable to attend 
the camp. FkotoCourttty of Rut CISD 

Teachers seminar is 
termed great success 

^Hurd tells studentsy Ht's worth it alV 

The directors of the Colorado Soil 
and Water Conservation District an­
nounced that the Teachers Seminar 
held July 12 and 13 was agreat success 
with teachers from throughout the 
state of Texas in attendance. 

Therefore they have scheduled 
June 11 and 12,1996, for their fifth an­
nual district sponsored teachers semi­
nar. 

Programs for the 199S seminar 
included the tour of the Attwater Prai­
rie Chicken Refuge and a very brief 
visit to the alligator farm near Eagle 
Lake on July 12. 

July 13 programs covered Natural 
Resources & Historical dilemmas, 
endangered species, and plan devel­
opment. ^ ,_.^^,, _ - , i . 

"Thinking is more interesting 
than knowing, but less interesting 
than looking." — Coethe 

For more information pertaining 
to the 1996 program, contact Clara 
Homdt at 316 Spring Street, Colum­
bus, Texas 78934 or call 409-732-
2773. 

"Dream and whatever you decide 
to do be al 1 that you can be," SgL Oscar 
Hurd told summer school students at 
the Eagle Lake Middle School as they 
gathered to hear about the Persian 
Gulf War. 

"But, you're going to need an 
education at whatever you decide to 
do. In the Army, we are educated on a 
system. You use what you leam to 
achieve higher goals. 

"The U.N. had to use military 
force against Sadamm Hussein be­
cause he refused to remove his troops 
from Kuwait. The U.S. and our allies 
had to help innocent people who were 
being killed. 

"it was hard to leave my family. 
My son was bom during the six 
months 1 was away. I saw children 

dead in the streets and others home­
less. In the U.S. we don't see women 
and children starving. I remember 
wondering about my baby and if I 
would ever see him. 

"I saw friends killed. We had to 
trust the fellow watching our back. 
Training helped us stay focused and 
not fall apart. We got separated from 
our tnx)ps for two days. It was an 
uncomfortable situation to be in a 
desert, the temperature over 120 de­
grees, and without necessities. 

"We were in the middle of U.N. 
troops and those being run back into 
Iraq. I knew that whatever happened, 
my country was worth dying for. 
Seeing whatgoes on in othercountries 
helps you realize that... fast," Hurd 
concluded. 

Sgt. Oscar Hurd told summer school studentsat Eagle Lake Middle School 
ofall he faced during the Persian Gulf War. He toM them no matter what 
happened, it's worth it all for your country. 

Photo Courtesy of Jeannu Young, ELMS 

More 'WWII stories from veterans 
The WWII Commemoration 

Committee will celebrate WWII vk;-
tories on Aug. 19 in Weimar. As we 
prepare to celebrate the SOth anniver­
sary of the end of WWII, we must 
realize the victory was a result of the 
collective efforts of individuals. Each 
man and woman who served the 
armed forces — at home or abroad— 
and each man and woman who serve 

on the "home front", all are part of this 
victory. This once-in-our-lifetime 
celebration acquires a greater signifi­

cance by learning the stories of our 
WWII veterans. This week, and in 
weeks to come, we will present some 
of these stories. 

Following is the story of Martin 
Narendorf of Houston: I was drafted 
in March of 1943 at the age of 19 after 
1 had registered at age 18.1 was in­
ducted at Fort Sam Houston and was 
put on guard duty the next day at the 
main entrance to Fort Sam. My duty 
was to check everyone coming in. 

From there I went to Camp Wol-

The UM's environmental efforts are 
helping to save endangered species 
and clean up the oceans we all share 
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The UN helps countries 
build businesses, so 
they can build their own 
prosperity 

AND YOU 
THOUGHT THR UNITED NATIONS 

was all 

talk? 
UN-sponsored agreements 
make possible global aif 
travel, telecommunications 
and postal service 

U N sctiools teach children to read, 
so they can learn to teach ottiers 

iibLfieallh pfograma are tsrinomo mnoculations 
to children everywhere and have completely 
eradicated smallpox from the earth 
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ters at Mineral Wells for my basic 
training. It was hot as hell there and 
very dry. All the boys from up north 
came (town with bad cases of heat 
rash. I felt sorry for them; it was bad. 

After we survived our training, 
shooting M I's and B.A.R.'s, and five 
mile forced marches, and all else, we 
got passes. I went home to Freyburg to 
Narendorf Fann. After two weeks at 
home I got on the train for Fort Ord in 
Oakland, Calif. From there 1 got on a 
ship for a 21 day trip to Melbourne, 
Australia. Our vessel would zig-zag 
every five minutes for torpedo protec­
tion. At Melbourne we camped inside 
a horse racetrack. Then we got on a 
ship to cross the Coral Sea to New 
Guinea at Finschafen. I became First 
Scout in Company L, 127th Infantry 
of the 32nd Division, which was the 
famous Division of the Wisconsin 
Red Arrow. The 32nd lost many men 
at Buna when the Japanese tried to get 
into Australia. I joined them after that 
fighting, and from there we made 
b ^ h landing at Aitape, New Guinea. 
Then we went on to the fighting on the 
Driniumor River. Many of the 32nd 
died at Port Moresby across the Hump 
at the Owen Stanley Mountains. Then 
we went to Hollandia on the north 
coast of New Guinea and shipped out 
to Leyte, Philippines. 

Never will I forget attending mass 
on my saddest Christmas Day, after 
which the 32nd made a big push at 
Ormac Valley where we chased the 
Japanese out to sea where our Navy 
took care of them. 

We endured lots of mud and the 
typhoon season before we went onto 
Luzon on the Villa Verde Trail, where 
many men lost their lives. We were on 
top of the mountain and could see the 
Japanese below. One day they were 
shelling us and ran us off the hilltop. 
Body parts were all over from direct 
hits on our positions. I dove into a 
foxhole and was hit; 1 later received 
the Purple Heart. Thank God it was not 
more serious. 

I will never forget a soldier buddy 
of mine by the name of Joe Sapp from 
Dallas. He had his chest blown out. 
Another buddy and I were looking for 
shelter and carrying Joe with us. Our 
captain and given retreat orders of this 
hill. We wanted to take Joe with us, but 
Joe told us to go on. He said, "1 am 
dying anyhow." We left him there 

"with Japanese shells coming down 
around us. This was one of my worst 
experiences. One could sure feel the 
presence of God in combat. 

After much more fighting on 
Luzon in the mountains and losing 
more men, we finally got news that the 
war was over. 

Then we left to Japan*to join the 
occupation forces. During all of this 
jungle warfare I contracted Malaria. I 
came out on Dec. 21, 1945, at Fort 

was sort of a shell-shocked person for 
a tong time. 

Today I am 71 and living my 
memories with my eight grown chil-
dren and my wife her in northwest 
Houston. 

Charlie G. Huepers Sr,: was 
inducted into the Army at Fort Sam 
Houston on Oct 10. 1944. He was an 
18 y e v old boy who had hardly ever 
been off die farm. He w « sent K> 

Camp Hood in Killeen for 16 weeks of 
basic training for the Infantry. 

After a 10-day furlough, he was 
sent to Fort Meade in Maryland and 
from there on to Camp Shanks in New 
York City. There he boarded the 
Queen Elizabeth and sailed to South 
Hampton, England. Then was sent to 
Nancy, France; he crossed the Rhine 
River into Germany. 

He joined Company B, 10th Ar­
mored Infantry Battalion, 4th Ar­
mored Division under General 
George S. Patton. He continued as a 
rifleman during the fighting in Central 
Europe. He remembers being a mem­
ber of Patton's Secret Mission to res­
cue Patton's son-in-law, John Waters. 

Besides all the horrible fighting, 
one thing Chariie will never forget is 
having his letter to his brother George, 
who was fighting in Okinawa, re­
turned to him marked "DECEASED". 
He had been shot and later died in a 
hospital in April of 1945. 

After being discharged, Charlie 
was sent to Newark, New Jersey, and 
then on to San Antonio. He rode a 
Greyhound bus to Weimar. Since it 
was late at night when he was dropped 
off at the bus station, he walked to the 
Gulf Station and slept all night on his 
duffel bag. In die morning, after a 
delicious breakfast at he Traveler's 
Cafe, he sat in front of Janecka's Cafe 
until Lillietta Hudec gave him a ride 
home to Wildwood. 

Story of Leroy J. Polk of 
Weimar: Al 9 a.m on July 9,1942,1 
and 21 others from Weimar boarded 
the train at the Weimar depot for a trip 
to the induction center in Houston. 
There were 26 more from other parts 
of Colorado County, a total of 84. A 
few returned home the next day. 

1 received my basic training in the 
Signal Corps at Camp Crowder, Mis­
souri. On Aug. 31,1 was transferred to 
the Ordnance Motor Base in Atlanta, 
Georgia, to attend automotive me­
chanic school. On Jan. 23,1943,1 was 
assigned to Drew Field in Tampa, 
Florida, as an instructor at the Motor 
Vehicle School. 

My tripoverseas began on August 
10, 1944, in San Francisco, Calif 
After about a month and many peanut 
butter sandwiches, our ship docked on 
Biak (asmall island near New Guinea) 
where I was assigned to the 565th 
Signal Atfcrafl Wanting Sanation as a 
nx)tor vehicle mechanic. The island 
had many caves where some Japanese 
were hiding. They would raid our 
kitchen often. Also the Japanese 
planes paid us a visit a few times 
strafing the base. I, being a mechanic, 
did not possess a gun. 

While on Biak two of my buddies 
and 1 rigged up a washing machine 
from a 50-gallon drum, an old engine, 
and other parts from the scrap pile. We 
washed our clothes and those uf a few 
of the other sokliers. 

On Oct. 5,1945, my unit was sent 
CO Clark Field, Manila, Philippines 
Islands, for a few weeks; then we went 
on to Baguio, north of Manila. From 
there, on Oct. 27, 1 was on my way 
home. We landed in Portland, Oregon, 
then zigzagged across the country by 
train to Fort Sam Houston where 1 
received my discharge on Christmas 
Day. My wife and two sons met me 
there. 

Army Service history of Edwin H. 
Haidusek: Edwin H. Haidusek en­
listed into the U.S. Air Corps on Nov. 
3,1941. 

He attended school at St Rose and 
Schulenburg High School. He was 
married to Frances Heger on June 7, 
1943. He attended airplane mechanics 
school at Chanuie Fieki in Illinois and 
became an instructor in aircraft en­
gines. 

After Chanute came Seymour 
Johnson Field and school in North 
Carol ina, where he taught for over two 
years. Later at Dodge City Air Force 
Ba.se he served as supervisor in a pro­
duction line maintenance station. He 
then was supervisor in technical or­
ders compliance, maintaining status 
boards listing all applicable tech or­
ders to be compiled on base aircraft 
He had a crew of 15 men and was 
responsible for requisitk)ning materi­
als. Nearihe war's end and thectosing 
of Dodge City AFB, Haidusek was 
transfeired to McLaughlin Field at 
Del Rio and was there on V-J Day. He 
attained the rank of Staff SgL and 
served his country for four years and 
17 days. 

The story of Bennie J. Rerich: I 
was drafted from La Grange and left 
there on March 31, 1941, by bus to 
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. 
There I was swom into the Army on 
April 1 (April Fool's Day). 1 stayed at 
Dodd Field for about two weeks until 
1 was shipped out to Ft. Monmouth, 
New Jersey. 1 took an aptitude test and 
was placed in radk>. I took Morse 
Code and became a radio operator. 
After about two months I was shipped 
out to Camp Clairbome, Louisiana, 
and from there on to South Carolina 
for maneuvers. On the way back to 
CampClairborne by convoy we found 
out that die Japanese had bombed 
Pearl Harbor. That's when all hell 
broke loose. 

It was about noon and lots of 
people were running around listening 
to the radios. A buddy of mine came 
running over to where 1 was and told 
me die Japanese had bombed Pearl 
Harbor, and I answered him with, "So 
What?" But we found out pretty 
quickly that it wasn't funny. 1 arrived 
back at Camp Clairbome on Dec. 9. 
Everyone was expecting a Christmas 
furlough, but no one got one. I spent 
Christmas 1941 at Camp Clairbome 
and didn't spend another Christmas at 
home until 1945.1 did get to go home 
for one weekend. I hitchhiked all the 
way from the post gate—340 miles. In 
those days you could get on the high­
way and someone would pick you up 
in no time. People were nice arid even 
nicer after Pearl Harbor happened. 

During the Christmas holidays in 
194] we were packing to go some­
where, but no one knew where. On 
Jan. 2, we boarded a troop train bound 
for fort Dix, New Jency. There we 
got vaccine shots and ID cards. 1 got 
on an old WWl ship on Jan. 15 out of 
New York Harbor. The first afternoon 
out they started dropping depth 
charges; submarines were lurking 

(Set Stories, Page 7) 

No need to trawl... K-D Jewelry 
will repair your ring setting, right 
here, in F.agle Lake. Stop by 704-B 
S. McCarty today! 

'Strutters' attend Texas Lutheran camp 
P t g t y 

Brittany Sommeriatte, Brandy 
Meiuen and Mindy Moulder, mem­
bers of the Super Strutters, spent six 
days in Seguin at the Texas Ludieran 
College Line Camp winning many 
ribbons. 

They learned several dance twirls, 
struts, solo tricks and rolls from some 

of die best instructors in die U.S. 
Super Star Ribbons were given 

daily lo die one person from each class 
who worked the hardest and showed 
improvement. 

Later in the week, die giris were 
evaluated and received Division I rib­
bons. ;.;, . 

This was a very eye-opening expe­
rience for these girls, as many of die 
girls attending the camp were Na­
tional Baton Twiriing Association 
(NBTA) State winners and will be 
competing in the National Competi­
tion in a few weeks at Notre Dame 
University. >v:.̂ v ••..••.• -,,,-.a«>jfL'-;-

Raider Band excels at camp 
The drum major, twirlers and flags 

corps of die 1995-96 Mighty Rice 
Raider Band recently participated in a 
four-day Marching Auxiliaries camp 
at Blinn College in Brenham in prepa­
ration for the marching season this 
fall. 

Grand Champion trophies were 
awarded to the Rice High School 
twirlers and flag corps following the 
final day's competition culminating 
the week's rigorous instniction ses­
sion and evaluations. 

The Raider Band will be led diis 
year by drum major Crystal Adcins, 
who turned in a fine performance to 
the music of "All Day and All of die 
Night" during the final competition. 

Raider twirlers turning in a Grand 
Champion performance in die compe­
tition to the tune of "We're An Ameri­
can Band" were head twirler Rebecca 
Burrow, Leah Brisco, Joy Hengst and 
Jackie Schmitt. Unable to participate 
in diis camp was twirier Jodi Heard. 

Earlier in the week the Rice twirl­
ers received Excellent ribbons for 
their home routine to "Hot, Hot, Hot". 

The flag corps led by captains 
Sunny Gertson and Rachel Matdiys 
received a Grand Champion trophy 
for dieir superb routine to "The 
Horse". 

Rounding out the flag corps are 
Lauliu DeVille, Shara Glaiser, Jenny 
Hajovsky, Jennifer Krenek, Kelli 
Matthys, Cortney Parker, Anna Perez, 

BJ. Salazar, Jill Satsky, Marcie Till 
and Tiffany Wilkerson. 

Flaggers received Superior rib­
bons for their home routine to "Mr. 
Personality". 

Selected as All Star Performers on 
the basis of talent were twirlers, Re­
becca and Joy; and flag corps mem­
bers. Sunny, Rachel, Laulita, Jennifer, 
Kelli, Cormey, Anna, BJ. and Jill. 

Honor Roll medals were awarded 
to die top 10% of the All Star Perform­
ers on the basis of talent, leadership 
and cooperation. Awarded these 
medals from Rice were: twirlers, 
Rebecca, and flaggers. Sunny, Cort­
ney, Anna and Jill. 

The entire front line from Rice was 
named to the All American Perform­
ance Team, which enables them to 
perform in the Citrus Bowl in Flon'da 
and die Aloha Bowl in Hawaii. 

Receiving Feature All American 
for the twirlers were, Rebecca, Leah, 
Joy (Jackie was ill the day die routine 
was taught for auditions). For die flag 
corps, Sunny, Rachel, Laulita, Shara, 
Jennifer, Kelli, Anna, BJ., Jill and 
Marcie received Feature All Ameri­
can. 

Optional solo routines were per­
formed by some attending. Jill's Su­
perior performance to "Red Strokes" 
was named overall fu^t runner-up in 
the flag competition, and Sunny's 
routine to "I've Had the Time of My 
Life" was awarded a Superior rating. 

The Raider front line came home 
from camp tired from the busy activi­
ties but full of anticipation and excite­
ment for the upcoming school year. 

A few of the instructors demon­
strated dieir talents in a exhibition 
performance, which included Feature 
Twirlers from Soudiwest Texas Sute 
University, Northwest Missouri State 
University, East Carolina University, 
and die Texas A&M Basketball Fea­
ture Twirler. 

Accompanying die twirlers to die 
camp was dieir teacher, Becky Moul­
der. 

While die girts were twirling, 
Becky completed her NBTA teacher-
judge certification, took rifle classes 
for two days , and finished up with 
drill classes for indoor Winter Guard, 
to be used to assist the Rice High 
School Flag Corps. 

Left to right, Brittany Sommeriatte, Brandy Mcitzen and Mindy Moaider, 
members ofthe Super Strutters, show off the ribbons they won rcceatly is 
Seguin. The girls spent six daysat theTexas Lutheran Colkge Line Camp. 
Ribbons were given to the girls who worked the hardest and cbowcd 
improvement. Pluto CmuUsytfBedsfMoiMer 

Local families hold, schedule reunions 
It'ssununertime... timeforfamily 

reunions and get togethers. Local 
families have sent in reports on dieir 
annual reunions and information 
about an upcoming gadiering. 

OPAL & ED CAUSEY FAMILY 
Eighteen descendents of Opal and 

Ed Causey Sr. enjoyed a four-day 
family reunion at Con Can on die Frio 
River, July 13-17. 

Mark and Alison Causey planned 
this third annual reunion dedicated to 
the memory of Opal and Ed. Those not 
able to attend were missed by all. 

Those attending were Georce and 
Ida Causey of Eagle Lake; Charmaine 
Causey Laughlin and Tom of Hous­
ton; Paul, Sue, Morgan and Macken­
zie Causey from College Station; Ed 
Jr. and Hope Causey, Jill Causey 
Williams; Mark Causey and Alison, 
all of Houston; Jan Causey Brown, 
Ashley and Allison from Corpus 
Christi and Jean Causey Banfield and 
Ivan from Denison. 

Tips on watering in summer 
Proper watering of landscape 

plants tends to be one of die most 
misunderstood and confusing home­
owner chores. Often times, homeown­
ers do not realize their inadequate 
mediods until it is too late and die plant 
is badly damaged or dead. 

"How often should 1 water?" and 
"How much should 1 apply?" are, at 
diis time of year, die most often asked 
questions from homeowners. Since 
water is bodi essential for healUiy 
plant growdi and often costly to apply 
to plants in quantity during die sum­
mer, it is important to get die water to 
die plant'$ roots and keep it diere. 

Fol towing are several suggesttons 
for easier and more effective water­
ing. These techniques apply to all 
landscapes from shade and fruit trees 
and vegetable gardens to lawns and 
houseplants. 

1. Never water strictly by the 
calendar. Leam to recognize dry 
plants and soil and use diese as your 
tip-off for watering. 

Too many factors determine how 
fasta soil dries to water on a scheduled 
basis. We need to conserve water, not 
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waste it when it is not needed. Differ­
ent plants require varying amounts of 
water. 

2. When plants are dry, water 
thoroughly. Water lawns so diat the 
soil will be wet several inches down to 
encourage deep rooting and drought 
tolerance. 

One of the worst mistakes people 
make on lawns is to "sprinkle" each 
day by using your thumb and die end 
of a running hose. Most people don't 
have die patience to stand in one spot 
long enough for deep water penetra­
tion. 

Water trees by taking die sprinkler 
of f die end of die hose and let the water 
run slowly for hours, being sure diat 
run-off does not occur. Water thor­
oughly and less often. 

3. Most plants shouM be wa­
tered in the morning where 
possible. Watering during the day 
results in some water loss by evapora­
tion and can result in burned leaves 
where sunlight hits the water droplets 
on new foliage. 

Late evening watering increases 
the likelihood of disease invasion, as 

most diseases develop most rapidly in 
cool, moist conditions. 

4. While watering your lawn, try 
to keep water off the leaves of trees 
and shrubs as m uch as possible. This 
is especially important on plants more 
prone to leaf diseases which spread 
rapidly on wet surfaces. 

5. Symptoms for plants which 
have been kept too wet are about die 
same as for diose kept too dry. 

Roots in waterlogged soils die and 
do not take up water, so plants wilt and 
turn yellow. Try not to water a drown­
ing plant 

6. Organic matter, such as peat 
moss and rotted manure, can re­
duce water loss by run-off when diey 
are worked int die soil. To keep die 
moisture in die soil, use a mulch such 
as bark or pine needles. 

In addition to reducing evapora­
tion, mulches also keep the soil cooler 
and make weed pulling much easier. 

7. Be especially careful to keep 
newly planted trees and shrubs well 
watered. The developing root sys­
tems are sensitive to under and over 

(See Tips, Page 10) 

C o n t i n u e d from Page 6 

nearby. It was not a good feeling. The 
Germans had a lot of subs in 1942, but 
after die first day diere was no more 
trouble. 

There were several ships in diis 
convoy. We were escorted by aircraft 
carrier Wasp until we neared Iceland. 
From diere die convoy was escorted 
by die British Navy. Almost everyone 
became seaskk, but I was one of die 
lucky ones; I shouM have been a 
sailor. 

We docked in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, on Jan. 26.1 was mighty glad 
to set foot on land again. Things were 
tough for us Yanks diere for about a 
mondi until we got our American 
equipment 

I had die honor of being widi die 
fust US soklier lo set foot in die Euro­
pean Theater of Operations. I had 
several maneuvers in Ireland and stud­
ied radto operation. Ireland was a very 
beautiful counuy, but cold and rainy; 
there were very few days of sunshine. 
We lived in British huts and had to 
have fires made every night in die 
mondis of July and August I was 
stationed in a town called Car-
rickfergus near die coast We later 
moved inland a short way to a town 
called Lurgan. 

We left Ireland in Sept. of 1942 for 
_Engl«L We stayed a while near 

tions between die American 5di and 
die British 8di armies. 

British food was hard for us to get 
used to, but we got along pretty well. 
Being just a small group of Ameri­
cans, we pretty much did as we 
wanted. We had our job to do and we 
did it We spent (Thristmas of 1943 
widi the British. They treated us to a 
very good meal with all the trimmings. 
About July or Aug., we were trans­
ferred back to our 5th Army; it was 
good to see some of our old buddies. 

As the Germans were being driven 
north, we k ^ moving nordi. We 
spent the Christmas of 1944 in die 
central part of Italy close to a small 
village called Covigliao; diere was 
about two feet of snow on the ground. 
1 got to go through Rome and toured 
the Vatican widi a couple of buddies 
of mine. On May 8 (my birthday), we 
were far up in Northern Italy at die 
foodiills of die Alps. 

The war ended and 1 was ready to 
come home. I was pkked pretty quick 
since 1 had so many months overseas. 
I was transported by plane from 
Northern luly to Naples, and after 
several weeks I got on a boat for the 
good okl USA. 

I got to New York in June of 1945; 
die Statue of Liberty looked good. We 
went to Fort Dix for a wonderful meal. 

London, dwi went on to Scodand to 
get on a boat to Nordi Africa. We 
Imded in Algiers in die middle of Nov. 
I will never forget die first Arab I saw 
when I got off die ship in Algiers. 

The 5di Amiy was formed under 
die leadership of General Mark W. 
Clark in North Africa. The 63rd Signal 
Battalton came into being, and 1 was 
p«t of die radk) pUioon. Four radio 
Seraioo and I were attached 10 the 
British «di Anny, and we went into 
Uriy. We maintained comnumica-

got on a troop train, and headed for 
San Antonio. I spent a few days at Fort 
Sam and enjoy^ tooking out die bar­
racks window watching die recniils go 
dirough drills. 

For die record, 1 went dirough die 
ranks in die Army from PFC to T 3 
Staff Sgt 1 received my discharge 
papers on June 22,1945, in die after­
noon and headed home die same night 
by bus. That about sums it up—as far 
as my memory idb me. I served four 
yean and two mondis widi 41 months 

overseas duty. I was wounded and did 
not spend any time in die hospital. 

Simon John Burttschell jr.: was 
inducted into military service in Sept. 
of 1942 in Dallas. He served in die 
Asiatic pacific as a Naval Aviator. As 
a Night Fighter Pi tot aboard an aircraft 
carrier, he flew combat air patrols at 
night in F6F Hellcat Fighter Aircraft 
He relates diese memories. 

My first night landing was aboard 
die aircraft carrier 5araroga in 1944. 
I picked up die last cross deck pendant 
(die cable diat is strung across carrier 
deck to snag die uil hook) and was 
abrupdy stopped. 1 was aware diat I 
had destroyed the instrument panel 
when I threw my hands up as I diought 
1 was about to hit die island of die 
Saratoga. 

Our carrier group was proceeding 
to Guam for repairs on a collapsed 
flight deck when die atom bomb was 
dropped. This was an event diat imme­
diately relieved our usk group of pre­
paring to attack Japan. 

1 was launched from the deck of 
the Carrier USS Bon Homme Richard 
as it steamed stowly into San Fran­
cisco Bay. The weadier was overcast 
widi clouds about 300 feet. I flew 
under die San Francisco Bridge and 
landed at die Naval Air Sution 
Alameda. The captain waited until die 
last minute to launch aircraft in antia 
pation of die wejrther clearing. When 
it dkln't. 80 aircraft were launched 
before die ship docked at Pier 45 in 
San Francisco, where a gala home­
coming was planned. We were bused 
across die bay to join in die festivities. 

To add your story to diis collection 
or to purchase tkrkets for die celebra­
tion at $5 each, please contact Lee 
Jones, Commemorative Committee, 
RR1, Box 114, Weimar, Texas 78962 
or caU 409-263-5239. 

SCOTT FAMILY 
The Scott family reunion was held 

at die Eagle Lake Community Center 
on July 22,1995. 

Family members came from Gal­
veston, Houston, Richmond, Whar­
ton, Edna, Austin, Eagle Lake and 
Altair; 110 all together, not counting 
guests, were present 

Eddie Mae Williams and Alber-
tina Scott diank ail diose who made 
die reunion a great success. 

UPCOMING REUNION OF 
JAKOB VOELKEL FAMILY 

The descendents of Jakob Voelkel 
will gadier for a family reunton at 
Harmonie Hall in Shelby, which is 
located in the western tip of Austin 
County on Sunday, Aug. 6. 

A barttecue meal will be served at 
noon followed by fellowship and a 
family meeting in the afternoon, ac­
cording to Eugene Voelkel of Bryan 
who is currently serving as president 

of die family associatton. ^̂  
For fiuther information, Voelkel 

can be contacted at 409-774-440S. 
Jakob Voelkel, five sons and diree 

grandsons setded in Shelby after emi­
grating from Emdiebfueck, Germany, 
in two groups in 1846 and 1849. 

Descendents largely spread 
diroughout Central, East and Soudi 
Texas through die intervening years. 

The family is planning to celebrate 
its 150di year in Texas in 1996. 

'Ghosts of Gonzales' stories told 
The town and buildings of Gon­

zales are some of die oldest in Texas. 
Audior and story-teller Leon Netardus 
concludes that this may be the reason 
diere are numerous recollections of 
ghost sightings in the area. 

Netardus will recount some of his 
collection of stories at a book signing 
for his "Ghosts of Gonzales" sched­
uled for J uly 29 at die Main Street Tent 
in downtown Gonzales. 

Odier activities to enjoy that day 
include guided tours of the 100-year-
old Houston House, 621 St. George, 

and crafters display dieir wares on the 
courthouse square. 

More than a dozen antique shops, 
as well as craft malls, surround the 
square area. 

Food vendors, restaurants, cafes, 
deli and barbecue provkle ample op­
portunities to taste the local specialties 
at locations in cool comfort or under 
the shade of okl oak trees. 

Gonzales Trade Days are held on 
the last Saturday of die warm-weadier 

mondis of April dirough Nov. Each 
Trade Days celebrates different as­
pects of earty Texas culture. 

Downtown Gonzales is located on 
Hwy. 183 Business Route, approxi­
mately 15 miles soudi of I-IO and a 
relaxing drive from Austin, San Anto­
nio, Houston and die Gulf Coast 

For more information, call die 
Gonzales Chamber of Commerce at 
210-672-6532 or Gonzales Main 
Street at 210-672-2815. 
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suS^""""'"'"""'" Summertime tip for your health 
very little sodium while it contains 

. Joseph 
A broom-making demonstration 

will be held at die 1800's broom fac­
tory at die Pioneer Village Living 
History Center. 

Starving artists will sell dieir 
works at die Finishing Touch & Art 
Gallery, 609 St Joseph, while artisans 

WATERMELON... 
There's nothing better than a cold 

slice of watermelon on a hot summer 
day!...and rightly so. 

Watermelon has great nutritional 
value: in a 5-1/2 oz. slice, are only 45 
calories, no fat, no cholesterol and 

many vitamins and nunerals. And it b 
also very economical! 

A 2() pound watermelon, cut into 
3/4" wedges will yield 90 pieces. 

What a return for your initial in­
vestment 
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Alex Bishop. 

Killed b\ a dmnk dmer 
on November 8,1992, 

on Kent'Kan^ey Road_ 
inKenl.Washnffon. 
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If vou don I su>p \ our fnend from dn\ ing drunk, w h o will? Do whatever it takes 

FRIENDS DONT LET FRIENDS DRIVE DRUNK. 
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